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Weber's essay gave rise to much discussion in Germany. Its
main thesis—that Calvinism, and in particular English Puritanism,
from which nearly all his illustrations axe drawn, played a part of
preponderant importance in creating moral and political conditions
favourable to the growth of capitalist enterprise—appears to be
accepted by Troeltsch, op. cit.f pp. 704 seqq. It is submitted to a
critical analysis by Brentano (Die Anfdnge des modern^en Kapitalis-
mus, 1916, pp. 117—57), who dissents from many of Weber's con-
clusions. Weber's essay is certainly one of the most fruitful
examinations of the relations between religion and social theory
which has appeared, and I desire to acknowledge my indebtedness
to it, in particular with reference to its discussion of the economic
application given by some Puritan writers to the idea expressed
by the word " calling." At the same time, there are several points
on which Weber's arguments appear to me to be one-sided and over-
strained, and on which Brentano's criticisms of it seem to me to be
sound.
Thus (i), as was perhaps inevitable in an essay dealing with
economic and social thought, as distinct from, changes in economic
and social organization, Weber seems to me to explain by reference
to moral and intellectual influences developments which have
their principal explanation in another region altogether. There
was plenty of the " capitalist spirit" in fifteenth-century Venice
and Florence, or in South Germany and Flanders, for the simple
reason that these areas were the greatest commercial and financial
centres of the age, though all were, at least nominally, Catholic.
The development of capitalism in Holland and England in the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries was due, not to the fact that they

